is retold in the book The Dashing Kansan (Sharp and Sullivan 1990) .
Jesse C. A. Meeker reported a male Goldenwinged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera) mated with a female Blue-winged Warbler (V. pinus) in Connecticut. When fi rst discovered, the nest was being defended by those two birds and there were fi ve young in it. When Meeker returned to the nest fi ve days later, the nestlings had fl edged, but he was able to fi nd one in the underbrush, and it was a typical Blue-winged Warbler (!).
In 1904, the following announcement appeared in The Auk (21:410):
With a view to obtaining positive evidence of the return of birds to the place of their birth, or otherwise, as the case may be, Mr. P. A. Taverner of 95 North Grand Boulevard, W., Detroit, Michigan, proposes to attach small aluminum bands to the tarsus of young birds, in the hope that some of the birds thus tagged may afterward fall into the hands of ornithologists and be reported. The tag, for the sake of brevity of address, will be inscribed "Notify The Auk. N.Y.," to which any such discoveries should be reported for publication. Recognizing the importance of each band having a unique number, he also volunteered to be the single source of bands and to supply them to anyone interested in tagging birds. The work soon became too extensive for an individual to handle and was later conducted, in turn, by the American Bird Banding Association (with support from the Linnaean Society of New York), the United States Biological Survey (which became part of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), and now the Bird Banding Laboratory at the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Maryland (which is part of the U.S. Geological Survey).
Percy Algernon Taverner (1875-1947) moved to Canada in 1911 and produced Birds of Eastern Canada in 1919. The second volume, Birds of Western Canada, appeared in 1926 and coincided with the fi rst Canadian AOU meeting in OĴ awa. Eventually he authored his major opus, The Birds of Canada. A Fellow in the AOU, his death was hailed as an end to "an era of Canadian ornithology that surely will bear his name" (McAtee 1948:85) .
In a previous column (122:380), a presentation by OĴ o Widmann at the 1905 annual meeting was referred to as an unanswered question: Should Bird Protection Laws and their Enforcement be in the Hands of the National Government? In this issue of The Auk, we fi nd the answer (23:109-110). Widmann argued that without question, protection of birds must be in the hands of the national government. Bird laws should be consistent across the country, and all states and territories should have laws protecting birds. State legislators cannot be expected to possess the knowledge about birds to propose such laws, and he gave the example of his own Missouri legislature mistakenly passing a law to allow shooting of "chicken" hawks, when it meant to allow shooting of "duck" hawks or Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregrinus). At the time, nearly all hawks in Missouri were known as "chicken" hawks, allowing the slaughter of many benefi cial species. Second, state and local enforcement offi cers should not expected to uphold these laws. They may not be sympathetic to the cause of bird conservation and they may be reluctant to "cause the enmity" of fellow citizens over laws that they care liĴ le or nothing about. Federal agents should be responsible for the protection of landbirds and seabirds, which are "guests" of our nation. Widmann ends his essay with the following far-sighted thought:
A Nation that spends hundreds of millions to protect her citizens and their rights and interests should be able to give full protection to its feathered wards, for as such must we regard these defenseless creatures. We owe it to posterity to do everything in our power to preserve the beautiful in creation, and not least among that are the birds. It is not only their economic, but also, and much more so, their esthetic value which has to be considered when we form and give judgment on the relation of birds to man and on their right to live. This esthetic worth may have played a small part in the past among the poorly educated masses of our rural population, but it will be of immensely more importance for the better educated and cultured population of the future to which bird life will be a great relief of the monotony of country life already threatening to become almost unbearable by the disappearance of trees, shrubs, wild fl owers, and everything else pertaining to beauty and loveliness in Nature. 
